
 

St. Joe’s News 

Coming Events 

November 3rd—1st Quarter Ends 

 

November 3rd—Wear your St. Joe’s shirt 

 

November 8th—11:00 AM dismissal/Report Card Conferences 

 

November 9th—EMERGENCY GO HOME DRILL 

 

November 10th—Veteran's Day—No School  

 

November 14th—Wear blue for Rachel’s Challenge/Karen’s Hope 

 

November 22nd—Native American Day—No School  

 

November 23rd—Thanksgiving Day—No School  

 

November 24th—Thanksgiving Recess—No School  
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Pre-K News from Mrs. Decosse 
First, I would like to thank all of my families that came to Open House.  Pre-K had a great 

turnout.   I hope you enjoyed seeing all of the wonderful projects the children have done!  

They had been working hard and were very proud of what they had accomplished. 

We are learning our letters and so much more.  We started with the letter M, T, and now A.  

Please review these letters, as well as counting to 20, shapes, opposites, and rhyming.  

Please work with your child on some basic skills like zipping their jacket and opening snack 

bags.  Also, have fun creating your family turkey feather.  I will use these to make a Thanks-

giving Bulletin board outside of our classroom. 

The weather is definitely getting colder and we will be going outside as long as it isn’t rain-

ing or below 20 degrees.  Please make sure your child is dressed for the cold with a warm 

jacket, ski pants, winter boots, warm hat and mittens.  If you have extras of these items 

that you want to leave at school that would be great.  Just make sure everything is labeled!  

I will talk to all of you on Wednesday, November 8th for report card conferences.  I will send 

reminders of your conference time.   



A message from Mrs. Leahy and Ms. Gordon-Walbridge 

  

We are continuing to learn new letters and sight words.  The children are 
beginning to read many leveled books, both fiction and non-fiction.  We 
are continuing to track print by using our reading finger or our “magic fin-
ger” and how to decode three letter words.   In Math, your child will learn 
about shapes and sorting followed by positions: above, below, in front of, 
behind and beside.  Please send back October’s Book-It sheet and your 
child will earn their first pizza coupon.  Thank you to all parents who at-
tended Open House.  We look forward to meeting with you for report card 
conferences.  They will be held on Wednesday, November 8th.   Students 
will be dismissed at 11:00.  We thank you for all that you do and for your 
continued support.  In the month of November, we will be learning about 
gratitude and why we are thankful for the people and things in our lives.   



First Grade News from Mrs. Andrews and Mrs. LaBare 

 

The 1st grade classes have been hard at work and have settled nicely into our dai-

ly routines.  We have been very busy learning the McGraw-Hill Wonders reading 

and My Math curriculums.  We have enjoyed reading the stories in our series, as 

well as books from our classroom libraries.  We have learned many new high fre-

quency words and phonics skills, which have helped improve our reading skills al-

ready. 

 

 

 

 

On October 12th, St. Joe’s held an open House.  It was great seeing all of the 

students and their families.  It was a wonderful opportunity for the students to 

show off their hard work! 

This month, we will be discussing what we are thankful for.  We will also be dis-

cussing Thanksgiving and the importance of friends, family, and community.  The 

students are excited to learn about the very 1st Thanksgiving.  First graders will 

also learn about the importance of Veteran’s Day and why we celebrate it.   

 

 

 

Thank you for all of your support.  Please continue to read with your child at 

home.  This benefits your child as a reader in the classroom.   

 

 

 



Where did October go?  It is hard to believe that another month has passed. On October 5th, we went to the Wild Center.  The 

students enjoyed learning about owls and the natural habitat that surrounds us in the Adirondacks.  Thank you to all of our 

chaperones that joined us.  We appreciated all of your help.   

As the leaves have fallen, second graders have been working hard.  In reading, we have read realistic fiction, nonfiction, and 

fiction texts.  We have learned about making predictions, revising predictions, context clues, main idea, details, and plot (what 

happened in the beginning, middle, and end).  Students have learned about taking care of animals and why animals are im-

portant to so many people.  We have also started to learn about animal adaptations.  

In Math, students learned about place value and how to convert ones, tens, and hundreds.  Students are learning to skip count 

and solve addition problems with two-digit numbers with regrouping.  Students are also working hard to master their addition 

facts.  As we move forward with the math program, knowing their addition facts will greatly impact their ability to quickly 

solve questions.   

In Science, students discovered the important roll bees play in pollination.  They learned about pumpkins and the life cycle of a 

pumpkin.  They also learned about growing giant pumpkins.  Students learned about archeologists and how they hunt for 

“treasures”.  As Halloween approached, we read a Scholastic News article that taught us about animals with spooky names.   

In Social Studies, students learned about maps.  We discussed where the United States is located on a globe.  Students learned 

about the continents and oceans.  Students also learned about where New York was in the United States.  We discussed the 

importance of maps.  Students then created maps of their bedrooms.   

Thank you to all of you who were able to attend St. Joe’s Open House!  We enjoyed visiting with so many of our families.  Stu-

dents were excited to show their parents some of the projects and work we have been doing.  Please continue to read and 

complete math homework with your child!   

Second Grade News from Mrs. Wheeler and Mr. Wheeler 



 Third Grade News 

We've learned how to count by 3's this week. It is the second week of building structures out of paper, clay, and straws. We have 
been reading James and the Giant Peach. 

 

-Neven Harvey 

 

In class we worked on division. We also do multiplication. I like both of them.  

 

-Ethan Allen-Hall 

 

We've learned how to build structures. We've been writing personal narratives. We've learned how to divide. 

 

-Ben McKee 

 



Mrs. Fournier’s 4th Grade Class 

In physical education we have been playing catch and monkey tag.  In science class we have been learning how to make a 

chassis to test the force of gravity pulling them down a ramp.  Now we are reconstructing the chassis to move with a differ-

ent force.  Some of us are using balloons, tissues to make sails, or weights.  In Chorus, we are singing “Frosty the Snowman 

Hand Jive” and “Holly and the Ivy”.  We are going to sing at Walmart to spread holiday cheer to the shoppers.  We will also 

have a concert at the Middle School.  We made a haunted house in art class.  We are going to write a story about trying to 

sell our haunted house.  We have been coloring in math to practice multiplying.  We also went to the House of History.  

Check out some of our pictures! 

We have been working very hard in Fourth grade in Mrs.. Kelley’s class!  Throughout the month of October we… 

 

-learned the teacher had to bring home the ink pigg so it wouldn’t freeze.  Lilly Miller 

-worked on our chasis in Science.  Landon Boyea 

-learned you had to be quiet in the parlor and you couldn’t talk unless an adult talked to you first. Brynn Bonesteel 

-learned the Vice President was born in the Malone. Jonny Scharf 

-talked about See the Problem, Own the Problem.  Daniel Medved 

-learned how to sew at the House of History.  Jesse Peterson 

-are using Blurt Beans to earn classroom rewards.  Isaac Baker 

-went to the House of History for a field trip. Hayden Williams 

-now have tables to help us work cooperatively.  Kennedy Quinn 

-are dividing and multiplying in math. George Thomas 

-how to multiply in math class.  Connor Tisdell 

-are celebrating Halloween and having a Parade. Addison Gokey 

-learned everyone in the house has a job, while visiting the House of History. Max Benardot 

-learned how to make candles. Arianna Barney-Hathaway 

-completed a throwing unit in P.E.  Ayden Labelle 

-played soccer in P.E. Connor Pickreign 

-met Willow Sweeney and learned about the Top 20.  Erica Gonzalez 

-are multiplying two digit numbers.  Corey Barney 

-are balloons on our chasis to get them to move by themselves.  Logan Lawrence 

-learned was very different a long time ago and people were smaller then they are now, while at the House of History.  Emma Metler 

-learned how about teamwork in P.E. Lukas Reyome 

 



 



 



 This past month has been very busy in the counseling department.  The first round of 
lunch bunch has started and the second round will begin at the end of November.  I will be 
sending out sheets to the students who will have lunch bunch in the second quarter and it will 
let the student and parent know which day and group the student will attend! 

This month during the week of the 23-27, we celebrated Red Ribbon Week.  The en-
tire school helped celebrate Red Ribbon Week by participating in school-wide theme days, 
and signing a pledge banner. Next month I will be going into the classrooms to conduct class-
room guidance lesson’s on living above the line and positive thinking of yourself and others! 

I am looking forward to a great year. Do not hesitate to contact me if there is something 
I can do for your child. 

 

          Mrs. McGibbon 

           School Counselor  

Counselor’s Corners 



 



Occupational Therapy 
Margo Vivlamore, C.O.T.A. 

Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant 

 

Play.   The act of playing is an important tool that influences a child’s life. The primary 

goals of childhood are to grow, learn, and play. It is often through play that children learn to make 

sense of the world around them. It is a child’s "job" or "occupation" to play to develop physical co-

ordination, emotional maturity, social skills to interact with other children, and self-confidence to try 

new experiences and explore new environments. Occupational therapists have expertise in evalu-

ating children’s neurological, muscular, and emotional development; and determining the effects of 

infant and childhood illness on growth and development. 

 What can an occupational therapist do?• Evaluate a child’s motor (movement), cognitive 

(thinking, reasoning), social–emotional, and behavioral development.• Recommend toys and play 

activities that promote healthy development and provide stimulation to the child.• Intervene when 

needed to promote development and skills for living. 

 What can parents and families do?• Encourage exploratory play by using balls, sand and 

water toys, slides, swings, finger paints, and magnets. During exploratory play, children use their 

senses as they explore, discover, examine, and organize their activities.• Try manipulative play by 

asking the child to perform a task, such as stacking cereal boxes, slipping coins into a piggy bank, 

or playing with a deck of cards. Handling items such as puzzles, pegboards, beads, and lacing 

cards test the child’s eye and hand coordination and dexterity.• Suggest imaginative or symbolic 

play that includes role-playing, playing with dolls and stuffed animals, toy furniture, and tele-

phones. This type of pretend play encourages good social skills and a positive self-image.• 

Choose toys that are appropriate for the child’s age. They do not have to be expensive or compli-

cated to be beneficial to the child. Common objects, such as pots and pans, empty boxes, spools 

of thread, shoelaces, and wooden spoons can stimulate activity. The best toys require active par-

ticipation.• Remember when choosing a toy to consider whether a child must be supervised while 

playing with it. Toys should not have small parts that break easily or can be swallowed. Need more 

information? A child’s inability to play well could indicate another problem, such as a learning disa-

bility or behavioral problem. If you would like to consult an occupational therapist, your physician, 

other health professionals, and your school district's director of special education may have infor-

mation on how you can access an occupational therapist in your area. Occupational therapists and 

occupational therapy assistants are trained in helping children with a broad range of issues in ad-

dition to the development of play skills, such as self-care and social skills, and proper computer 

and backpack use.  

 

 

 



 



In the Art Room…with Mrs. Croteau 
 
 

 

The year started off with a school wide community project. 
“Children make the world a colorful place!” The children at each 
grade level created a portrait in just one color using shades. It 
was hung in the stairs going down to the art room. 

 

Recently, we finished our literature unit.  Each class had a focus 
story that inspired their creations.  The artwork is amazing! 
 

 
 

k-Elmer  

1-Splat the Cat 

2-Monsters Love Color 

3-Trucks: Whizz! Boom! Rumble! 

4-St. Basil’s Cathedral 
5-Are You Blue Dog’s Friend? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



With fall here we have started our fall farm unit.  

 

          

             
 
 

                     

K-Floating Leaves crayon resist 
1-Piggies with foreground and background  
2-Scarecrows mixing primary colors  
3-Warm or cool color White Birch Trees  
4-Folk Art Chickens 

5- Architectural Barn Scene using Math skills 

 

Pre-K is having fun in art this year. We started out learning how to 
use art supplies.  I am following the weekly theme that the kids 
are working on with Mrs. Decosse. We recently read “Follow the 
Leader” and the class made a tiger.  They also read “Night Shift 
Daddy” and made a teddy bear puppet. They have been doing a 
great job! 
 



 



 



November Birthdays!! 

Emma Patnode  Jrake Marcotte    Irie Letham   

Trinity Hall   Christopher Brown  Jacob Button  

Emily Warner   Aubree Browning   Cierra Collins 

Anabelle Rowland Sadie King    Jesse Peterson  

Mark Santamore  Kennedy Stewart   Morgan Rogers 

Landon Boyea  MacKenzie Covey   Neven Harvey  

Brynn Bonesteel  Brinley Winters   Zander Snyder 

Sofiya Hart   Logan Robideau    Brody Malley  

Lily Root   Mary Rose Tavernier  Liberty Hoseler 

Miss Gordon   Mrs. A. Wheeler   


