
 

 

St. Joe’s News 

 

 

Coming Events  

April 1st—Wear your St. Joe’s shirt.  

April 5—7th—ELA Assessments, Grades 3rd, 4th and 5th  

April 8th—3rd Quarter Ends 

April 12th—Wear Blue for Rachel’s Challenge/Karen’s Hope 

April 13th—Report Cards Distributed 

April 13—15th—Math Assessment, Grades 3rd, 4th and 5th 

April 13th—MCSD Choral Celebration—6:30 at the Franklin Academy 

April 19th—Report Card Conferences —11:00 am dismissal 

April 22nd—Earth Day 

April 22nd—Hat Day 

April 25th—April 29th— NO SCHOOL—SPRING BREAK 
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FROM THE DESK OF . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Dunshee, Principal 

April 1, 2016  

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

Hopefully spring weather is just around the corner for us in the North Country! 

****IMPORTANT NOTE**** 

Report cards for elementary students will be distributed on April 13th for those students whose 

parents will not be asked to conference with their child’s teacher. The early release date for report 

card conferences will be Tuesday, April 19th. Students will be dismissed at 11:00 AM that day. Parents 

who are asked to meet with their child’s teacher will be contacted by them directly and receive their 

child’s report card when they come in for their conference.  

We have many important New York State tests on the horizon for our intermediate level students 

at St. Joe’s. I have included the assessment dates in this newsletter to assist you in helping your child pre-

pare for them by insuring they get plenty of rest the night before and eat a good breakfast the mornings 

of the exams. Please be sure that your child arrives at school on time each day, but particularly on the 

days of the NYS assessments. If a child arrives after testing has begun they may end up sitting for close 

to 90 minutes without being able to be tested that day. Students would then need to take the test on a 

make-up day and miss classroom instruction in order to do so. 

April 5   ELA Assessments – Grades 3, 4, 5 

April 6   ELA Assessments – Grades 3, 4, 5 

April 7   ELA Assessments – Grades 3, 4, 5 

April 13  Math Assessments – Grades 3, 4, 5 

April 14  Math Assessments – Grades 3, 4, 5 

April 15  Math Assessments – Grades 3, 4, 5 

June 2   Science Performance Test – Grade 4 

June 6    Science Written Assessment – Grade 4 

Please make plans now to attend our MCSD Choral Celebration on April 13th at the Franklin Acade-

my gym. It will begin at 6:30 PM and is sure to be a spectacular event!  

My thanks to all of our school families for their continued involvement and support of all we strive 

to achieve at St. Joe’s.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Pre-K News 

I would like to start out by saying thank you to all of the chaperones that joined us on 

our field trip to the Chateaugay Town Hall Theater.  The students were very well be-

haved and seemed to really enjoy themselves watching Tigger and Pooh and a Musical 

Too.  We had several students prior to this trip that had never been to a movie theater 

before.  What a great experience for them!  A special thank you goes out to the St. Joe’s 

PTO for funding this trip, and to Mrs. Maguire for popping the popcorn for us to enjoy. 

The students have been working hard on mastering name writing in the classroom.  

Working on this skill at home would be a great help.  You can refer to the ABC ring I 

sent home to explain how to make the letters using vocabulary such as BIG line, little 

line, BIG curve, little curve, etc.  This might seem awkward or silly to you, but the chil-

dren really understand this, as it is part of a writing program that we use in pre-k.  

Please continue to practice the ABC Flashcards that I sent home as well.  I will be send-

ing home a letter mat as well for you to review letters with your child.  Thank you for 

everything you do for your child! 

         ~Mrs. Decosse~ 

 

 



 News from Kindergarten!! 

Mrs. Lori Gordon Walbridge’s Kindergarten 
Our class is happy that spring is finally here!  The children have written about all the fun 

things they like to do during this time of year.  Many mentioned how they love to ride their 

bikes and four wheelers outside.  Some love to jump in mud puddles on rainy days. Most of 

all spring is the time for picking flowers, rainbows, getting eggs swinging, running and play-

ing baseball. It is my favorite season of the year.  Make sure you take some moments to ex-

perience some of these activities. 

This month the children will be focusing on reading books, learning the rest of their sight 

words and writing complete sentences.  I stress that they must use capitol letter at the be-

ginning of sentences, punctuation, spacing between words and reading it back to them-

selves to be sure it makes sense.  

Please have them read the books to you in their baggies and review sight words nightly. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Mrs. Leahy’s Kindergarten Class 

It’s hard to believe that fourth quarter is almost here.  Report cards will be sent home 
on Tuesday, April 19th.  Students will be dismissed at 11:00.  A note will be sent home regarding 
report card conferences, so please continue to check your child’s folder.  We are continuing to 
practice our reading skills to prepare us for First grade.  We are learning about animals and 
how they are alike and different.  Next we will learn about animals and where they live.  
Please continue to practice sight words and read at home with your child.  Thank you again 
for all that you do! 

In Math, we have been classifying objects by their similarities and differences.  In chap-
ter 10 we will discuss the position of objects: above, behind, below, beside, in front of and next 
to.    

There will be no school the week of April 25-29. I hope everyone enjoys their Spring 
break! 

 



First Grade News from Mrs. LaBare and Mrs. Andrews 

 



Second Grade News from Mrs. Wheeler and Mr. Wheeler  

Wow!  Spring has arrived and April is here.  Our students enjoyed getting outside during recess on the couple of nice 

days we had in March.  Hopefully, we will have a lot more of those beautiful days in April.  We’ve been busy in second 

grade.  Students have learned about how people can make a difference, what good citizens do, how people get along, 

what heroes do, and how we help the environment.  They’ve been reading nonfiction, realistic fiction, and fictional 

books.  We’ve compared characters, discussed different points of view, and learned about people’s lives using biog-

raphies and timelines.   

In Math, students have learned how to tell time and are beginning to learn about units of measure, both standard and 

metric.  Students have learned to tell time using both analog and digital clocks.  Students learned to tell time to the 

hour, half hour, quarter hour, five minute interval, and to the minute.  Students have also learned to solve word prob-

lems using time. Currently, we are using centimeters and meters to measure.  Students were introduced to the com-

puter program, Prodigy.  Login information has been sent home. 

In writing, we wrote stories about leprechauns.  Students focused on including a beginning, middle, and ending for 

their stories.  They wrote a stories about how they can help the environment, related to World Water Day (addressed 

in our Wonder’s reading program).  Our students also enjoyed creating comic strips and dabbling in poetry.    

We were fortunate to have Cornell Cooperative Extension visit us for NYS Agriculture Week.  We learned about apples, 

their features, and the many different varieties. Our students were also able to experience Star Lab with Mrs. Fournier.  

They enjoyed learning about the nighttime sky and stories of the constellations.   

Thank you to everyone that created a leprechaun trap.  Students and staff throughout St. Joe’s enjoyed seeing them.  

Please continue to encourage your child to read each night. Asking him or her questions about what was read will help 

you know if he or she is understanding the texts. Thank you for supporting your child’s learning by checking over 

homework assignments as well. This helps him or her know that their education is as important to you as it is to them.  



 

 

 

During the month of March we had daily Women’s History Month discussions where we learned a lot about 

women who took a stand for equal rights, women who spoke out for what they believed in and who helped 

paved the way for women today.  

 

Students were asked: Who is a woman in your life that inspires you? 

 

They responded with, “A woman who inspires me is….. 

 
…my mother because she takes care of me and buys me what I need. She makes me food, gives me water, 
and brings me where I want to go.”   By: Kylie St. Mary 
 
 
“… my mom because she is active and healthy and makes time for me.”  –Levi Sutton 
 
 
“…my grandma because she's nice and kind. She inspires me to ride my bike and she inspires me to try 
different foods.” By: Carson Palmer 
 
 
“…my mom because she loves me, helps me when I need it and spends time with me. She cares about me.”    
–Addison Jewtraw 
 
 
“… Ms. Gravel because she teaches 3rd grade. She inspires me to be a teacher when I grow up!! It will take 
4 years of college and 1 year of graduate school.”   By: Alani Perry 
 
 
“…my nana because she helps me with my homework, makes me feel like I can do anything and she is really 
awesome!”    -Brady Riley 
 
 
“… my grandmother because she answers the phone when I call her. She spends time with me. She is kind 
and takes care of me. She gets me a lot of stuff. She brings me places.”  

By: Grace McClain 
 

“…Mrs. McGibbon because she teaches me to treat people the way I want to be treated, how to be an up-

stander not a by-stander and to be nice to people.” –Arianna Santamore 



 



 



 



Hello Spring! With the end of the year quickly approaching it is important to look toward the 
future and begin to or continue to set goals for yourself. Setting goals for yourself will allow 
you to feel a sense of accomplishment once you have reached your goal!  Your goals can 
be short term or long term goals. Maybe you want to set a goal for the upcoming State 
tests, a homework goal, or a kindness goal.  Parents/Guardians can help their student set 
goals that are realistic by using the SMART Goal template below.  What is a SMART goal? 
A SMART goal is: 
 

S-Specific 
M-Measurable 
A-Attainable 
R-Relevant 

T-Time-Bound 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact me if there is something I can do for your 
child. 
 

     Mrs. McGibbon 



Literacy Corner with Mrs. Eldridge, Mrs. McClain and Mrs. Marlow 

 

Exploring Genres 
We have been looking at different genres in our Reading classes. Exposing your child to a variety of genres allows 

them to explore their personal reading interests. This will hopefully spark their overall love of reading.  
 

Genres are broken down into two basic categories: fiction and nonfiction.  

Fiction à a story that has not actually happened. The author has created the story in his head. 
Non-fictionà these books have true facts and information about different subjects. 
 



 



Physical Education News from Mr. Powers 

 

 

Kindergarten through second grade: The students are currently finishing up a scooter unit where they will 

be focusing on the scooter safety. They will be engaging in activities such as scooter relay races, scooter 

group activities, and scooter obstacle courses. Students are learning about the importance riding scooters 

the safe way and learning how scooters can be a fun way to exercise. The next unit will be a fitness unit 

where the students will be learning about the importance of eating health foods and exercising 

 

Third through fifth grade: The students are currently finishing up a volleyball unit where they   focusing on 

basic fundamental skills of volleyball such as the set, bump and underhand serve. They are also learning 

about the importance of teamwork and communication that make their groups successful in volleyball activ-

ities. Also learning about the basic rules of volleyball. The next unit will be a fitness unit where the students 

will be learning about the different types of fitness and health benefits of participating in physical activity. 

 

Fitness Activity: 

Ever hear of  a TV workout? Well there is great way to work out and watch TV at the same time. When 

you are watching your favorite TV show you can do some basic exercises during the commercials. You can 

try basic exercises such as push-ups, sit-ups, lunges, planks and etc. Set a goal of how many repetitions you 

want to do during each commercial. For example you can do 15 push-ups during every commercial and then 

go back to enjoying your TV show. Try it out  



Art News from Mrs. Ducharme 

 

        In Kindergarten, we are working on an Eric Carle’s unit.  We will create a blue horse using blue tempera and crayons.  This 

project is based on the Eric Carle book called The Artist Who Painted A Blue Horse.  This story is about a real Germany artist, 

named Franz Marc who painted blue horses. The students will look at a couple of Fran Marc’s paintings, and listen to the Eric Carle 

story. 

        In first grade, the students are learning about the artist, Claude Oscar Monet.  He was a French Impressionism landscape 

painter who was famous for his Water Lilies and Haystack series.  The students are working on water lilies creations.   The stu-

dents first painted a circle using blue and magenta paint. The circle will be their pond.  Then they will add green leaves and tissue 

paper water lilies. This will finish their water lilies creations. 

     In the second grade, we are learning about the artist, Vincent Van Gogh.  He was a Dutch post-impressionism painter. He was 

famous for his sunflowers and Starry Night paintings.  The students will created their own Van Gogh cat, which will look like one of 

Van Gogh’s sunflower paintings.  After the students finish the cat, they will move on to drawing and coloring a sunflower pictures. 

     In third grade, we are learning about the artist, Wassily Kandinsky who was called the Father of Abstract Art.  Abstract art deals 

with color, sizes, shapes, lines, form, scale and brushstroke. Abstract art doesn’t depict a person, place or natural world.  The stu-

dents will use the wet on wet technique to color in their background. Then they will add construction paper in geometric shapes 

to form pleasing composition. The last step will be to add black lines, which will add interest to the composition. 

      In fourth grade, the students are continuing to work on their weaving. The weaving project takes a long time to complete, but 

results are great when the project is finished. The students have a choice of creating a pillow, wall hanging or purse from their 

weaving. 

    In fifth grade, the students will be working on their color wheel. Here the students are learning about primary, secondary, ter-

tiary, warm, cool, neutral, monochromic, analogous, value, tint, shade, etc. while creating their color wheel. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



April Birthdays 

MacKenzie Maneely    Kayden Pecore 

Ethan Peck      Karley Greenwood 

Kelson Preve     Kyle Fisher 

Brian Miller      Elaina Villnave 

Blake Barton      Mrs. Leduc 

Tanner Andrews    Mrs. Lamitie 

Addison Jewtraw    Mrs. Wheeler 

Landon Demers     Ms. Schack 


